
Summer Reading List for Grades 6th to 12th  
 

Sixth Grade 
Crispin Vol. 2 – At the Edge of the World by Avi 
The Case for Christ For Kids by Lee Strobel 
Bible Selection: The book of Philippians 
*6th grade students are strongly encouraged to begin memorizing the book of Philippians.  This will be a 
Bible memory assignment throughout the school year and students will be required to recite the book of 
Philippians at the end of the school year.  
  
Seventh Grade 
The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien 
More than a Carpenter by Josh McDowell 
Bible Selection: The book of I John  
*7th grade students are strongly encouraged to begin memorizing the book of I John.  This will be a Bible 
memory assignment throughout the school year and students will be required to recite the book of I John at 
the end of the school year. * 
 

Eighth Grade  
Lad: A Dog by Albert Payson 
Do Hard Things by Alex Harris 
Bible Selection: The book of James 
*8th grade students are strongly encouraged to begin memorizing the book of James.  This will be a Bible 
memory assignment throughout the school year and students will be required to recite the book of James at 
the end of the school year. * 
 

Ninth Grade   
Choose one title from the following:  Little Men by Louisa May Alcott or Jo’s Boys by Louisa May Alcott or Eight 
Cousins by Louisa May Alcott 
Crazy Love by Francis Chan 
Bible Selection: The book of Matthew  
 

Tenth Grade  
This Present Darkness by Frank Peretti 
The Best Question Ever by Andy Stanley 
Bible Selection: The book of Mark  
 

Eleventh Grade  
The Outlaws of Sherwood by Robin McKinley 
Radical by David Platt 
Bible Selection: The book of Luke  
 

Twelfth Grade 
Choose one title from the following:  
Redeeming Love by Francine Rivers or Piercing the Darkness by Frank Peretti 
Counter Culture by David Platt   
Bible Selection: Book of John 
 

Most assigned book selections are available for purchase through Amazon.com, Christianbook.com 
or from other booksellers. Some of the books will be available in the public library. Report forms 
and logs are attached; literature lists can be located on the Northside Christian Academy website.   



Northside Christian Academy Summer Reading Requirement 

Northside Christian Academy requires summer reading to accomplish the following four objectives: 

• To encourage the enjoyment of reading 

• To improve students’ reading comprehension—and writing—skills 

• To afford students the opportunity to develop and exercise their ability 

    to discern what is true and Godly in what they read 

• To prepare students for the expectations of the colleges they will 

    attend. 

 To enhance a biblical worldview. 

We have tried to select books of intellectual and educational merit, books 

that encourage thought and build a student’s Biblical worldview .  

Please confirm that your child has completed the reading by 

providing the appropriate signatures on the forms. 

Students may begin their summer reading on the first day of summer 

vacation.  

 

Summary of Procedures 

• Each student must read each book required per grade level. 

• After reading a book, students must complete the report form for their 

grade level. 

• Parents must sign the form once the student completes the book and 

report. 

• Students will turn in the forms to their teacher the first week of school. 

*Please note that the student and parent signatures indicate that the 

student has read the work in its entirety. (Books must be read and not 

listened to unless expressly permitted due to learning disabilities.) 

** Students not reading the novel or turning in work that is not original (is 

plagiarized) will receive zero credit for this assignment. 

 



6th -10th grades Reading Form (Fiction) 

Your Name: 

Book Title: 

Author:  

Grade entering in the fall: 

Following the guidelines below, write a one to two page paper on the book that you read.  

Preferably your paper should be in 12 font, Times New Roman, with one inch margins, typed, and single-

spaced.  Handwritten papers in cursive will be accepted. 

Staple this cover form to the top of your paper and turn it in to your English teacher. 

Answer the following questions thoroughly and in complete sentences.  

1. Briefly summarize the plot of the story. 

2. What is the setting (place and time)? 

3. Identify the main characters by name. Who is the protagonist (central character(s))? Who is the 

antagonist (opponent of the protagonist)? 

4. What did you think of this book? How did it make you feel? Were you able to identify with 

any of the characters? Explain. 

5. What is the theme of the story? What is the author trying to say? What do you think is the 

author’s purpose in writing this story? Explain. 

6. Is the author’s point true? Do his/her views line up with your Christian beliefs(Biblical worldview)? Why or 

Why not? Explain, give scripture references and be specific. 

 

I read this book in its entirety. _____________ (initial the line if yes) 

 

If you did not read the book in its entirety, what percentage did you read ______%, skim ______? 

 

 

__________________________________         _______________________________________________ 

Student signature                                                               Parental Confirmation of Completed Book /Report 

 

 



11th/12th Grade Reading Form (Fiction) 

Your Name: 

Title: 

Author: 

Grade entering in the fall: 

Following the guidelines below, write a one to two page paper on the book that you read.  

Your paper should be in 12 font, Times New Roman, with one inch margins, typed, and single-spaced. 

Staple this cover form to the top of your paper and turn it in to your English teacher. 

1st Paragraph 

Plot Summary: Briefly (no more than ¼ page) describe the plot of the book. 

2nd Paragraph 

Characterization: Identify and describe the main characters. Be sure to identify the 

protagonist(s) and antagonist(s). Is the protagonist a sympathetic character? Are the 

characters believable? Etc. 

3rd Paragraph 

Theme: What is the author’s main idea(s)? What is he/she trying to say? How does he/she try 

to make his/her point? What literary devices (symbols, motifs, allusions, etc.) are used to 

convey his/her ideas? Etc. 

4th Paragraph 

Reader response: What do you think of this book? How did it make you feel? Did you relate 

to any particular character? Etc. 

5th Paragraph 

Evaluation: Is the author’s point valid or true? Do you—as a Christian—agree with his/her 

views? Why or Why not? What scripture would you use to show proof? 
 
I read this book in its entirety. _____________ (initial the line if yes) 
If you did not read the book in its entirety, what percentage did you read ______%, skim ______? 

 

_____________________________________     ___________________________________________ 

Student signature                                                        Parental Confirmation of Completed Book /Report 

 



Book Review (non-fictional work) – 6th-12th grade 
 
1. Cover page – 10 points - Provide a separate title page containing: 

- Author 
- Full title of the book 
- Publisher and year of publication 
- Number of pages (in your paper) 

 
     Also, enter your name and the grade you will be going into in the fall. 
 
 
2. Format – 20 points - Your paper must be typed, 12 point Times New Roman font, and double-spaced.  (8th -

12th grade only.  6th-7th grade may be handwritten) 
 
3. Theme – 20 points - Your paper must start with a brief, but comprehensive overview of the theme of the 

book. This is a “Big picture” overview of the text. Mention something about the author and the purpose of 
what is written. Speak about the book taken as a whole. Note that this is not a book report, but a 
discussion of the theme of the book (1.5 pages max). 

 
4. Commentary-10 points - After addressing the theme, select a few things from the book that deserve 

comment or you believe should be addressed. They may be notable (important to the book), or 

objectionable (things you disagree with).  

This will demonstrate that you have thought about what you have read beyond a literal level        (1 page 

max). 

 
5. Biblical integration/Evaluation – 20 points - How should one view this book from the perspective of a 

Christian worldview? Is the author’s point valid or true? Is the argument persuasive? What are the book’s 
strengths and weaknesses? Do you—as a Christian—agree with the author’s views? Why or Why not? In 
what way did this book change—or affirm—your own views, attitudes, and/or behavior? Etc.What Biblical 
connections can be made, if any? Does the book address issues that a Christian can apply to his/her own 
life? How? Quote scripture passages that support your position. 

 
6. Conclusion – 20 points - Conclude your paper with at least one paragraph, which either recommends or 

criticizes the book. This will be your verdict on the reading, so be definite in your opinion.  (up to .5 page). 
 

I read this book in its entirety. _____________ (initial the line if yes) 

If you did not read the book in its entirety, what percentage did you read ______%, skim ______? 

 

_____________________________________           ___________________________________________ 

Student signature                                                            Parental Confirmation of Completed Book/Report 

 

 
 
 



6th-12th Grade Bible Assignment 
For the 6th – 12th grade assignment for scripture readings, students should read the selection listed 
and create a 5 minute devotion/activity to share with the class the first week of school.  

 
This assignment will be due to your English teacher no later than the Friday of the first week of 
school. If turned in on the following Monday the grade will be reduced 15%. If it is turned in later 
than Monday the assignment will be given a zero. This essay will count as a quiz grade (30%). 
 
Your paper will be graded for correct structure, grammatical conventions, and overall organization, as 
well as the items listed above. 
 
Note: Plagiarism is a serious academic offense. Any student copying the work of another student, 
author, website, or work will be given a zero on the assignment and proper disciplinary action will be 
taken as stated in the NCA student handbook. 
 

 
 

 


